[Epidemiological pattern of lymphatic filariasis in children living in endemic areas].
Lymphatic filariasis still represents a major public health problem in the city of Recife. In spite of the fact that previous surveys had already shown high frequency of microfilaraemia in pediatric population, the prevalence of filarial disease and the microfilaraemic pattern of this group were unknown. This paper describes the clinical-epidemiological pattern of filariasis in children and adolescents living in two highly endemic areas of Recife. The parasitological survey was done through a census carried out between December 1990 and July 1991. Thick drop technique (45 micro l) was performed on a total of 1,464 children and adolescents between the ages of 5 and 14, of whom 967 were submitted to clinical examination. Positive cases had their blood recollected (60 micro l) to measure the microfilaraemic density. The microfilaraemia prevalence was 6.4 %. In the age groups of 5 to 9 and 10 to 14 a microfilaraemia prevalence of respectively 4.6% and 8.3% was observed. The microfilaraemic density varied from 3 to 864 microfilariae per 60 microl of blood, there having been no statistically significant difference between the sexes and age groups (p<0.05). 6 cases (0.6 %) of acute filarial disease and 11 of chronic filarial disease (1.1%) were identified, hydrocele being the principal manifestation found. Lymphadenopathy was found in 22% of the children, statistical association with microfilaraemia being observed (p<0.001). The results of the parasitological survey show the strong presence of children in the contingent of microfilaraemic individuals, indicating an early and intense exposure to filariasis in the population studied.